PITSBURG CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
September 2022

You are welcome to worship with us!
Sunday 9:30 am - Fellowship Hour
Sunday 10:00 am - Praise and Worship
You can see parts of our service on
FACEBOOK or YouTube
under
“Pitsburg Church of the Brethren”

- - - CALENDAR OF EVENTS - - -

Pastor: Ken Oren email: pitsburgcob@yahoo.com
Web: www.pitsburgcob.org
Facebook: Pitsburg Church of the Brethren

Isaiah 43:19 (NRSV)
19
I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do
you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert.

Sept 7 Wednesday 7 pm Church Board
Sept 11 Coffee fellowship 8:45 am
Sunday School starts 9:00 am
We are studying “The Story”
Led by Dewayne Heck
Come for sharing, fellowship, and coffee
Sept 13 Tuesday
1st day of LifeWise class at Pitsburg
Please continue to pray for the children
and our ministry at Pitsburg
Sept 14 Wednesday 7 pm Church Council
Sept 21 Wednesday 7 pm Bible Study begins
Oct 29 Saturday 6-8 pm carriage rides with Oda horses
at Pitsburg. We will have food.
LifeWise will also have an open house
with representatives to answer questions and
spread enthusiasm.

FROM THE PASTOR
September marks the end of the summer break and the
beginning of the school year. It is a time when we
concentrate on our education and our pursuit of meaning
and purpose.
We at Pitsburg Church of the Brethren are excited about
the new possibilities before us.
A new study of the Bible on Sunday mornings called
“The Story”, our entry into the focused education
system called LifeWise, a Wednesday evening study on
finding our passion (beginning September 21st), and
numerous outwardly focused opportunities to connect
with the surrounding community. Check us out!
Come see what God is doing you will be forever grateful.
Pastor Ken

Nov 24 Thanksgiving
Nov 27 1st Sunday in Advent
Dec 3

Saturday 5 - 7:00 PM
Live Nativity
Food, fellowship

Castine Area Food Bank
September food item is Crackers

Items may be left with the Strawsers for distribution.

WORSHIP LEADER:
September - Diane

Note:
If we have not listed your
birthday or anniversary,
please contact the Pastor so
we can correct the list.

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
1
4
4
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7
7
7

Jim Black
Cynthia Brown
Lois Stickley
Jessica Marker
Craig & Rebecca
Horner
Isaac Dues
Erica Williams
Gail & Mark
Bankson

9
10
11
15
16
21
24
26

Molly Dues
Elizabeth Hamilton
Diane Baker
Kal-El Morales
Gilbert Jay
MeLinda Harter
Steven Marker
Justin Strawser

The Pitsburg Church of the Brethren will be starting up
a new small group Bible gathering 9:00 am Sunday
morning, September 11. The material will be
“The Story” (video and book) along with the Bible.
Bible Study and Sunday morning Bible gathering is a
way to learn and grow in God's Word together, as a
family. Coffee and juice will be served as it will be a
time of relaxation for the body and food for the soul. As
always, all are welcome. Stay tuned for more details.

"The greatest story ever told" is more than
just a cliché.
God goes to great lengths to rescue lost and hurting
people. That is what The Story is all about: the story of
the Bible, God's great love affair with humanity.
Condensed into 31 accessible chapters, “The Story”
sweeps you into the unfolding progression of Bible
characters and events from Genesis to Revelation.
Using the world’s most popular modern-English Bible,
the New International Version, it allows the stories,
poems, and teachings of the Bible to read like a novel.
Like any good story, The Story is filled with intrigue,
drama, conflict, romance, and redemption - and this
story’s true!
The Story features a foreword by Max Lucado and
Randy Frazee. This book tells the grandest, most
compelling story of all time: the story of a true God who
loves his children, who established for them a way of
salvation and provided a route to eternity.
Each story in these 31 chapters reveals the God of
grace - the God who speaks; the God who acts; the
God who listens; the God whose love for his people
culminated in his sacrifice of Jesus, his only Son, to
atone for the sins of humanity.

A U.S. Army officer told of the contrast in his pupils
during two different eras of teaching at the artillery
training school at Fort Sill, Oklahoma. In 1958–60 the
attitude was so lax that the instructors had a problem
getting the men to stay awake to listen. During the 1965
–67 classes, however, the men, hearing the same basic
lectures, were alert and took copious notes. The reason:
these men knew that in less than six weeks they would
be facing the enemy in Vietnam.
One reason that Bible study seems to be irrelevant to
many Christians is that they have no interaction with
non-Christians, no vital ministry to growing believers,
and no personal and internal struggle for godliness, all
of which are factors that bring the truths of the Bible to
apply to life.

Michael P. Green, 1500 Illustrations for Biblical Preaching, Baker
Books

Dustin Williams shows off
at the Darke County Fair

Even though it certainly still feels like summer across
the country, many schools are back in session in the next
few weeks. Here is a story for all of the teachers, students, and school personnel who are getting ready for
another academic year. Lutheran pastor Larry Henning
tells a humorous story about when he was in the fourth
grade. He writes:
Our teacher, Mrs. Cannon, would periodically leave the
room and say, I’ll be back in a few minutes. Just work
quietly at your desks on your math worksheets.
Now, my friends and I tried hard to figure out just when
Mrs. Cannon was coming back. We would take turns
going to the door to see if she was indeed making her
return. Why this obsession about the exact timing of her
return? Because in her absence, we were throwing
chalkboard erasers around the room and didn’t want to
get caught by her sudden and unexpected reappearance.
Mrs. Cannon was a good teacher who was nice most of
the time, but her wrath in response to willful
disobedience was an awesome thing to behold. ...
Meanwhile, our classmate Elaine never worried about
just when Mrs. Cannon might reappear. Why? Because
Elaine would be at her desk the whole time faithfully

Our own Tom Walker plays with the Richmond Jazz
Orchestra (see left side of picture). You are invited to
join them at the following locations. For more info, see
Richmondjazz.org
Richmond Jazz Orchestra - Tunes of the 40's
Saturday September 24, 2022 12:30 pm
Preble County Historical Farm
7693 Swartsel Rd
Eaton OH 45320
Richmond Jazz Orchestra - Big Band Saturday Night
Saturday October 22, 2022 7:30 pm
Kuhlman Center - Wayne County Fairgrounds
861 Salisbury Road
Richmond, IN 47374

doing her math -- faithfully doing what Mrs. Cannon
asked her to do. Whenever Mrs. Cannon would return,
she would find Elaine faithfully at work. Elaine was so
good! (I wonder whatever happened to Elaine.)
The purpose of sharing this story -- a story that some of
us may have variations on -- is to suggest an analogy to
the gospel reading. In the story, Elaine is doing the work
her teacher has set before her. So whenever her teacher
returns, she is busily engaged in her work. She has no
need to fear the return of her teacher, unlike the boys in
the story. In our lives, the Rabbi – the Teacher -- from
Nazareth has given us work to do as well. We are to live
as those who belong to God. We are to love as those who
belong to God. If we are faithfully engaged in such work
for the sake of God’s realm, then we need not fear those
times when Jesus enters our lives, when Jesus returns in
the stranger, or alien, or outcast. We will be ready, for
our hearts are turned toward God, and we have been
faithfully doing the work of love that we are given.
Larry Henning, adapted by Mark Richardson, Ready to Risk

Lifewise is an organization that teaches school age
children about Jesus. They transport students off
school property (with the permission of their
parents), to a neutral location for approximately 45
minutes of instruction time. Classes will occur on
Tuesday mornings beginning in September using our
Pitsburg COB location.
Please pray for the church, Lifewise teachers, and
students who will be attending the Lifewise program in
September. They ask that we pray weekly between 12
and 12:50 Tuesdays. This will prepare those in the
program to bring God's untarnished word to the children
at FM who will be in attendance.
Also pray for the parents to be open for their children to
attend.

PITSBURG CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
8376 PITSBURG LAURA RD
ARCANUM OH 45304
www.pitsburgcob.org

If you would like to receive this
newsletter by email, please contact the
Pastor at pitsburgcob@yahoo.com

Beginning
September 11th
8:45 am
come enjoy
a cup of coffee
and at
9:00 am,
We share the
Story!

See more info inside

