
Pastor: Ken Oren email: pitsburgcob@yahoo.com   
Web: www.pitsburgcob.org  

Facebook: Pitsburg Church of the Brethren                  

July 2022 

Note:      
If we have not listed your 
birthday or anniversary, 
please contact the Pastor so 
we can correct the list. 

Castine Area Food Bank  
July food item is Peanut Butter 
Items may be left with the Strawsers for distribution. 

FROM THE PASTOR 
Almost each year, since I came to Pitsburg in November 
of 2009, we have had a time of visioning. A time where 
we sit together in a place without distraction to consider 
how we can move forward in our service to God and the 
Pitsburg community. 
This year will be a little different since I will be masked 
and across the room from everyone else. Even so, we 
need this opportunity to look out of our box and into the 
possibilities before us. Especially with LifeWise using 
our facility, we have been blessed - and it is our call to 
be a blessing. I pray everyone can make the schedule - 
and that we are open to the Spirit moving in our midst. 
Pastor Ken 

You are welcome to worship with us! 
Sunday   9:30 am - Fellowship Hour      

Sunday 10:00 am - Praise and Worship 
You can see parts of our service on 

FACEBOOK or YouTube  
under 

“Pitsburg Church of the Brethren” 
Philippians 1:6 (NASB) 
6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who be-
gan a good work among you will complete it by the day 
of Christ Jesus.  - - - CALENDAR OF EVENTS - - -  

WORSHIP LEADER: 
July - ? 

August - Bruce 
September - Diane 

1 Doyle & Pat  
 Campbell 
1 Norman & Lisa Baker 
1 Bill Dendler 
3 Lawrence Rowe 
4 Jeff Brown 
6 Norma Baker 
8 John & Sue Strawser 
10 Jack Baker 
12 Alex Ulrich 
12 Steve & Barb Marker 

JULY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

PITSBURG CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

15 Doug Harter 
16 Kennedi Strawser 
18 Barb Oswalt 
19 Allen Lenker 
23 Angie Perretta 
23 Aubrey Bailey 
25 Bruce Shank 
26 Rachel Strawser 
28 Lisa Baker 
30 Randall & Brenda  
 Westfall 

July 6  Wednesday 6 pm 
    Visioning session at Pitsburg 
    All are welcome 
    Pizza will be provided. 
 
Aug 19 - 27 Darke Co Fair 
 
Aug 26 Friday 10-11:00 AM Spiritual Life Tent at Fair 
 
Sept 7 Wednesday 7 pm Church Board 
 
Sept 13 Tuesday 
    1st day of LifeWise class at Pitsburg 
    Please continue to pray for the children  
    and our ministry to Pitsburg 
 
Sept 14 Wednesday 7 pm Church Council 
 
Sept 21 Wednesday 7 pm Bible Study begins 
 
Oct 29 Saturday 6-8 pm Oda horses at Pitsburg 
 
Nov 24 Thanksgiving 
 
Nov 27 1st Sunday in Advent 



Lifewise is an organization that teaches school age 
children about Jesus. They transport students off 
school property (with the permission of their  
parents), to a neutral location for approximately 45 
minutes of instruction time. Classes will occur on 
Tuesday mornings beginning in September using our 
Pitsburg COB location. 
Please pray for the church, Lifewise teachers, and  
students who will be attending the Lifewise program in 
September. They ask that we pray weekly between 12 
and 12:50 Tuesdays. This will prepare those in the  
program to bring God's untarnished word to the children 
at FM who will be in attendance. 
Also pray for the parents to be open for their children to 
attend. 

“Dr Bruce Alexander did experiments, in the 1970s, 
called the “Rat Park.” 
Put a rat in a cage and give it 2 water bottles. One is just 
water and one is water laced with heroin or cocaine.  
The rat will almost always prefer the drugged water and 
almost always kill itself in a couple of weeks.  
That is our theory of addiction. 
Bruce comes along in the ’70s and said, “Well, hang on. 
We’re putting the rat in an empty cage. It has nothing to 
do. Let’s try this a bit differently.” So he built Rat Park, 
and Rat Park is like heaven for rats. Everything a rat 
could want is in Rat Park. Lovely food. Lots of sex. 
Other rats to befriend. Colored balls. Plus both water 
bottles, one with water and one with drugged water.  
But here’s what's fascinating: In Rat Park, they don’t 
like the drugged water. They hardly use it. None of them 
overdose. None of them use in a way that looks like 
compulsion or addiction.  
What Bruce did shows that our theories of addiction are 
wrong. The right-wing theory is that it’s a moral failing, 
you’re a hedonist, you party too hard.  
The left-wing theory is that it takes you over, your brain 
is hijacked.  
Bruce says it’s not your morality, it’s not your brain; it’s 
your cage. Addiction is largely an adaptation to your 
environment. 
Now, we created a society where significant numbers of 
us can't bear to be present in our lives without being on 
something, drink, drugs, sex, shopping... We’ve created 
a hyperconsumerist, hyperindividualist, isolated world 
that is, for many of us, more like the first cage than the 
bonded, connected cages we need. 

“Rat Park” continued: 
The opposite of addiction is not sobriety. The opposite 
of addiction is connection. And our whole society, the 
engine of it, is geared toward making us connect with 
things not people. You are not a good consumer citizen 
if you spend your time bonding with the people around 
you and not stuff. In fact, we are trained from a young 
age to focus our hopes, dreams, and ambitions on things 
to buy and consume. Drug addiction is a subset of that." 
Taken from an internet article. 
 
What I got out of the above article was our need for  
connection. We know we need connection to Jesus, to 
see all people as worthy of love. At our best, the church 
could be the connection point for the community. 
As we re-envision the future of our church, may we  
consider the needs of the community and ways we can 
help others find meaning and purpose. 
Pastor Ken 



Denominational "Light Bulb" Jokes  
How many Episcopalians does it take to change a light 
bulb? 
Two. One to call the electrician and the other to  
mix the martinis. 
How many church camp counselors does it take to 
change a light bulb? 
One. But soon all those around can warm up in its  
Glowing. 
How many Amish does it take to change a light bulb? 
What's a light bulb? 
How many Charismatics does it take to change  
a light bulb? 
Three. One to change it and two to bind the spirit of 
darkness. 
How many members of the Church of Christ does it take 
to change a light bulb? 
Only one. And if anyone else tries to do it, the light 
won't come on. 
How many Jehovah's Witnesses does it take to  
change a light bulb? 
Only two. But no one will ever let them in the  
house to do it. 
How many Presbyterians does it take to  
change a light bulb? 
Just one. But only if it was meant to be changed. 
How many United Methodists does it take to  
change a light bulb? 
Only one. But first they have to check to be sure no one 
will be offended 
How many Southern Baptists does it take to change a 
light bulb? 
15,739,412. But they can't agree on whether it should be 
changed or not 
How many Missouri Synod Lutherans does it take to 
change a light bulb? 
Change!? What do you mean change?! 
How many ELCA Lutherans does it take to change a 
light bulb? 
Twelve. One to change it and eleven to discuss how 
much better the old one was. 
 
How many Church of the Brethren members does it take 
to change a light bulb? 
We’ll have to set a meeting and vote on it. 
Or - We don’t need light bulbs to live the simple life. 
Or - Depends, is it our light bulb (will never get 
changed) or someone in the community (we’ll get a 
team together). 

Very few people are expert in anything all by  
themselves. They need a supporting community. Do you 
know a good musician who was not trained, nurtured 
and sustained by the music community? Show me an 
athlete who achieves excellence all alone, apart from the 
athletic community.  
Very few wise men become so without the accumulated 
wisdom of the centuries as expressed in colleges and 
universities and libraries. Medical people are more like 
ensembles and symphonies than soloists. What business 
tycoon does it all on his own without dedicated experts 
in finance, engineering, personnel, and marketing?  
Excellence requires participation in, and support of, a 
community of like-minded people. 
Likewise in the church, a forerunner of the new  
kingdom. Very few achieve Christian maturity all by 
themselves. Seldom is the Bible studied diligently  
without the aid of scholars and teachers. Rarely are  
people led to generosity by their own impulses. 
Maurice A. Fetty, The Divine Advocacy, CSS Publishing 
Company  Sermons.com 



PITSBURG CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 
8376 PITSBURG LAURA RD 
ARCANUM OH 45304 
www.pitsburgcob.org 

If you would like to receive this  
newsletter by email, please contact the 
Pastor at pitsburgcob@yahoo.com 

Antique postcard of the  
Pitsburg Church of the Brethren 

Notice the two entry doors on the East side  
- for men and women to be separated. 

Present picture of the church 
from approximately the same 

angle. 
May we continue to study the 
scriptures together and find 
new ways to minister to the 

community. 

 


