PITSBURG CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
May 2022

You are welcome to worship with us!
Sunday 9:30 am - Fellowship Hour
Sunday 10:00 am - Praise and Worship
You can see parts of our service on
FACEBOOK or YouTube
under
“Pitsburg Church of the Brethren”

- - - CALENDAR OF EVENTS - - May 8 Mother’s Day
May 30 Memorial Day
June 19 Father’s Day

Pastor: Ken Oren email: pitsburgcob@yahoo.com
Web: www.pitsburgcob.org
Facebook: Pitsburg Church of the Brethren

Proverbs 31:25–30 (NRSV)

Strength and dignity are her clothing, and she laughs at
the time to come. 26 She opens her mouth with wisdom,
and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue. 27 She
looks well to the ways of her household, and does not
eat the bread of idleness. 28 Her children rise up and call
her happy; her husband too, and he praises her: 29 “Many
women have done excellently, but you surpass them all.”
30
Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a woman
who fears the Lord is to be praised.
25

From Proverbs 31:10-31 which is labeled, “Ode to a Capable Wife”

Aug 19 - 27 Darke Co Fair
Sept 7 Wednesday 7 pm Church Board
Sept 14 Wednesday 7 pm Church Council
Sept 21 Wednesday 7 pm Bible Study begins
Nov 24 Thanksgiving
Lifewise is an organization that teaches school age
children about Jesus. They transport students off
school property (with the permission of their
parents), to a neutral location for approximately 45
minutes of instruction time. We have offered our
church facility to Lifewise to use for the FranklinMonroe students. Classes will occur on Tuesday
mornings beginning in September.
Please pray for the church, Lifewise teachers, and
students who will be attending the Lifewise program in
September. They ask that we pray weekly between 12
and 12:50 Tuesdays. This will prepare those in the
program to bring God's untarnished word to the children
at FM who' will be in attendance.

FROM THE PASTOR
Proverbs is often referred to as the Wisdom Text - for
the wisdom it espouses. The above speaks of the
blessing of one who fears the Lord in the way she lives
and works and raises her children. I do not see it so
much as being afraid of God - but of respecting God’s
Word and instruction.
We all can be thankful for good mothers who have led
us in Godly ways. As we see the culture questioning
what is important and the roles we each have, it is
doubly important for us to have a clear idea of what
God thinks, and honor and respect those who have
moved their faith forward.
Pastor Ken
“A mother understands what a child does not say.” - Jewish proverb
“The world needs our mothers.” - Liya Kebede
“A mother’s hug lasts long after she lets go.” - Unknown
“Life began with waking up and loving my mother’s face.” - George Eliot
“There is no influence so powerful as that of the mother.” - Sara Josepha
Hale
“All that I am, or ever hope to be, I owe to my angel mother.” - Abraham
Lincoln
“A mother is the one who fills your heart in the first place.” - Amy Tan
“Mother is one to whom you hurry when you are troubled.” - Emily Dickinson
“A mother’s love is more beautiful than any fresh flower.” - Debasish
Mridha

MAY
BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

Castine Area Food Bank
May food item is Sugar

Items may be left with the Strawsers for distribution.

WORSHIP LEADER:
May - Bruce
June - John
July - ??

Note:
If we have not listed your
birthday or anniversary,
please contact the Pastor so
we can correct the list.

6
9
10
11
13
14

Kathryn Shepherd
Sarah Oren
Brett & Molly Dues
Connie McCabe
Heath Fetter
Tom & Peggy

Matheny
15 Ron & Carol
Goubeaux
18 Betsy Stickley
19 Tanya Coby
21 Rodger & Rebecca

Story: The 10th Apple Effect!!
A hunter once lost his way deep inside the jungle while
chasing a deer. He used all his navigation skills but
neither did he find any way out of the jungle nor could
he find any food to eat for 8 days at a stretch. He started
feeling so hungry that he could eat an entire elephant at
one go.
Disappointed, he lost all hope. And that is exactly when
an apple tree caught his sight. He collected a dozen
apples to feed him for the rest of his search.
As he ate the 1st apple, his joy knew no bounds and he
just couldn't stop feeling grateful and blessed. He
thanked life. He thanked God. He could not believe his
luck when he ate the 1st apple but he was less grateful
while having the 2nd apple and even lesser grateful
when he had the 5th apple.
Somehow, with each passing apple, the hunger still
kept on increasing and the joy kept on reducing
drastically. He just could not enjoy the 10th apple.
Why? He had already taken for granted the gift of
having found an apple tree in the middle of a forest
after 8 long days of wandering with hunger.
When he took the 10th apple in his hand, he was still
very hungry but he just did not feel like having it any
more.
Economics calls this diminishing marginal utility. I
would like to call it diminishing gratitude, in simple
words, taking things for granted. Or let’s just call it the
10th apple effect.

The 10th apple did not lack taste, it did not lack the
potential to satisfy his hunger but the only thing lacking
was his gratitude for finding food in the middle of the
jungle.
The hunter represents us. And the apple represents the
gifts that life gives us.
The 10th apple represents our lack of gratitude for these
gifts of life and our ‘take everything for granted’
attitude. As we continue receiving the gifts of life, our
hunger, our greed keeps on increasing and the joy we
get from these gifts diminishes.
The 10th apple is as sweet as the first apple. If the 10th
apple fails to give you as much pleasure as the first one,
nothing is wrong with the apple, everything is wrong
with you.
If you get bored on a dull day, it is not because the day
is dull and boring. It is because your gratitude has
become dull and boring. The gift of life for another day
cannot be taken for granted. The Nth year of life should
seem as exciting as the 16th year, as the 25th year, as
the 50th year.
Never let the ‘10th apple effect’ make you take these
gifts of life for granted. Never let your gratitude for life
fade away. Happy life!

Submitted by Bruce Shank

Daryl Oren’s grandfather grew up in a Moravian
Church, then became a Congregational pastor.
He also wrote poetry and was an artist.
Below is one of the poems he wrote:

Their sacrifice has left my sad heart lonely
But faith and trust I’ll ne’er allow to dim,
They are with God and near to us, if only
We walk with Him!

MEMORIAL DAYS

Today we come,
To hold in memory;
The brave who struggled
that we might be free;

It is for us to carry up the steep,
The torch they gave,
For us to tend and keep;
So on we’ll go until we know
The dangers that we fear
Are lost in calm,
And faith will come,
If unity is here,
And brotherhood draws near!

Some stood to fall,
Some gave their all!
We need to breathe a prayer!
They having tried
Our world to guide,
We still their task must share!

Should new world paths and patterns seem unclear,
Their courage tells us, “turn away from fear;”
There is no race that love and grace
Will not win to our side.
Memorial days are filled with praise,
For you, who nobly lived, and bravely died.

Ralph W. Everroad
Mazomanie, Wisconsin

Dear Pitsburg Church of the Brethren,
Our city sits at the base of a large mountain. For nine
months of the year, we can see individual trees and a
temple on the mountain's side. On cool winter days
we've hiked to its peak. But in the spring's "dry season,"
a silent layer of smog settles into our valley. Our huge
beloved mountain disappears--sometimes for months.
I once told a visitor there's a mountain at the edge of
town. He just laughed, not able to believe that such a
structure could exist in the seemingly empty swath of
white sky.
The spectacle of the disappearing mountain reminds us
of our faith. At times we experience God so clearly, yet
we live in a "polluted" world. We're surrounded by
reports of war, death, and hardship. Life is busy, and
we're easily distracted. God is there, but the "pollution"
makes it hard to see.
The good news is, God has given us His Word as a tool
for helping us focus on His Truth. We are extremely
grateful to have this tool in our own home! Thank you
for partnering with us so that others in Southeast Asia
have that same opportunity.
Nate and Ivy
Audio Bibles
We are grateful for several generous donations which
have allowed us to purchase supplies for more audio Bibles. While much of the labor is now done by the local
church, Karis and Amara enjoy helping put together machines whenever they get the chance--including during
bedtime reading.
Pray for wisdom as we distribute the Bibles and good
communication as we coordinate with those who are doing discipleship. Pray particularly for the Yanka* people
who are helping our team test some recently translated
portions of the Bible.

Student Gatherings
One way we try to encourage Bible translation students
is by hosting seminars to discuss emotional/mental
health, study skills, and conflict resolution. Last month's
topic included how to break a large project into bitesized pieces. Students from eight different countries
joined the lively dinner and discussion.
(Sunglasses added to protect identities.)
Pray God would open doors for the rest of our Bible
translation students to arrive in early May. (Especially
those coming from war-torn areas.) Pray for insight as
we help them settle into the neighborhood and prepare
for classes.

Surprising Rain
February through April are usually very smoggy
months, but due to some very strong rainstorms, this
year has been comparatively clear! We even had a few
chances to hike along the base of the mountain. Covid
regulations still prevent some indoor meetings, so we
are particularly grateful for chances to be outside!
Thank God for the early rains. Just as the rain clears the
physical pollution, pray for God's Word to continually
clear our hearts as we seek to serve Him.

PITSBURG CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
8376 PITSBURG LAURA RD
ARCANUM OH 45304
www.pitsburgcob.org

If you would like to receive this
newsletter by email, please contact the
Pastor at pitsburgcob@yahoo.com

The Pitsburg Players - The Empty Tomb
Visit our Facebook or YouTube page, “Pitsburg Church of the Brethren.”

