
Pastor: Ken Oren email: pitsburgcob@yahoo.com   
Web: www.pitsburgcob.org  

Facebook: Pitsburg Church of the Brethren                  

FEBRUARY 2023 

Note:      
If we have not listed your 
birthday or anniversary, 
please contact the Pastor so 
we can correct the list. 

Castine Area Food Bank  
February food item is Pastas 
Items may be left with the Strawsers for transport. 

FROM THE PASTOR 
Gail found an old article speaking to church attendance 
(page 2). She asked me to comment on it: 
The article starts out by saying people are tired on  
Sunday morning. For myself, I am renewed.  
Fellowship, singing, sitting with a community who is 
seeking God - reinforces the realization that this is 
God’s world and we journeying closer to Him each 
day. As we are transformed into His nature, we will 
receive blessings - not necessarily financial or even 
pleasurable. We are blessed knowing we are part of 
something bigger than ourselves - with an ultimate 
goal that is out of this world. The real growth comes as 
we slowly discover who God is and how He is willing 
to walk with us - no matter how bad things look from 
our perspective.  As we learn that, we find Joy in the 
journey. Pastor Ken 

You can see our services on 
Facebook or YouTube  

Under “Pitsburg Church of the Brethren” 

2 Chronicles 15:2 (NRSV) 
2 He went out to meet Asa and said to him, “Hear me, 
Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin: The Lord is with you, 
while you are with him. If you seek him, he will be 
found by you, but if you abandon him, he will abandon 
you. 

 - - - CALENDAR OF EVENTS - - -  

WORSHIP LEADER: 
February:  Sue Strawser 

March: Ray & Alice Rayburg 
April: Diane Jay 

1  Stacy Zimmer Hatch 
7 Dan Cunningham 
10  Jim & Sharon Fetter 
10  Rebecca Oren Hamilton 
12 June Somers 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

PITSBURG CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

13 Blain Coby 
13 Ray Rayburg 
16 Peggy Matheny 
23 Jennifer Scantland 
28 Anna Bevins 

Sundays:  
    Coffee fellowship 8:45 am  
    Bible Café starts 9:00 am  
    We are studying “The Story”  
    Led by Dewayne Heck  
    Praise and Worship 10:00 am 
Tuesdays:  
    LifeWise class at Pitsburg  
    Please continue to pray for the children  
    and our ministry at Pitsburg  
Wednesdays:  
    7 pm Bible Study in the Community Center 
 
Jan 29 After Worship. 
 Youth sponsored pizza and skating. 
 Marion’s and rink in Troy. 
 
Feb 22 Ash Wednesday 
 
Mar 12 Daylight Savings Time begins 
 
Mar 20 First Day of Spring 
 
Apr 2 Palm Sunday 
 
Apr 9 Easter Sunday 
 
May 14 Mother’s Day 
 
May 29 Memorial Day 
 
June 18 Father’s Day 
 
June 21 First Day of Summer 

“What we see in the scriptures is that God forms us 
when we gather to worship in pretty profound ways, and 
those ways aren’t always felt ways, which means 
they’re usually occurring through the ordinary means of 
gathering together, singing to the Lord, hearing the word 
of God, breaking the bread in communion.  
God moves in that space in ways that we’re  probably 
not aware that He’s moving in us. And he does so by 
His design in that corporate gathering, which is why the 
Bible would say, ‘Don’t neglect this. Make this a  
priority.'”  Matt Chandler, pastor 



The Pitsburg Players - “Manger Scene”  
Visit our Facebook or YouTube page, “Pitsburg 

Church of the Brethren.”  

WHY GO TO CHURCH SUNDAY? 
By Dr. Don D. Tullis 
 
WE  ARE  forever  discussing  why  people  do  not  go  
to  church.  I  often  wonder  why  they  do  go.  Life  is  
strenuous.  People  are  all fagged out on Sunday     
morning. There are a thousand and one interesting things 
they might do. There are beautiful country drives,       
inviting golf courses, alluring fishing holes, "Up and 
down old Brandywine with a dad - gast hook and line," 
wonderful woods or seashore where the sun beats down 
like a benediction on taut muscles and torn nerves. Why 
do people turn their backs on these scenes and , go to 
church? 
Is it habit? Habit is a powerful thing.  
 
Our Catholic friends are right in saying, "Give us the 
child and the man will be ours also." A recent writer says 
of his Calvanistic training, "I will have carried Calvin on 
my back for 35 years and sometimes I still feel  
fragments of him sticking to my shoulders." 
 
Church Worth While 
Curiosity brings some people to church. Curiosity may 
have killed a cat or two but it has also been the making 
of more than one church service. It's worth while going 
to church just to see how far down over her right eye 
Mrs. Got rocks wears her doll bonnet.  
Some folks go to church to hear the music, or the ser-
mon, Others go for "good luck." A man said to me this 
week, 'I sell more goods when I go to church." That's 
true, but it is not because of any magic charm about 
churchgoing. It is because worship makes good salesmen 
out of poor ones. 
Some go to church to show the community that they still 
move in the "Heavenly Set," that they are on friendly 
terms with God, that they still have Him on their calling 
list. 
 
Hunger tor God Paramount 
The most impelling motive, however, is hunger for God. 
We an want Him. We want the soul food He supplies.  
A certain man who lost  his  money  and  his  business  
told  his  neighbors  recently,  "I  have  found  a  glorious  
substitute.”  Then  he  repeated  this  line  from  Sidney  
Lanier:  "As  a  marsh-hen  secretly  builds  on  the  wa-
tery  sod,  behold  I  have  built  me  a  nest  on  the  
greatness  of  God."  That  is  worth  a  thousand  fail-
ures. 
In worship you, too, may find material for a nest like 
that. That's why people go to church, and that's reason 
enough for any man. 
(Copyright, 1939, by the North American Newspaper 
Alliance, inc.) 

Submitted by Gail Bankson 

Mark and Sam came by the church to lend a 
hand - They did an amazing job (even though 
they got a little dirty) - great job, guys! 
Come check out the work! 



Dear Pitsburg Church of the Brethren, 
It's been a full season, and we hope to sit down later this 
year with many of you to share details in person. 
(Spoiler alert: We are planning a visit to the States in 
2023.) Until then here are a few glimpses of what we've 
seen God do here lately. 

Our neighborhood Christmas outreach was a beautiful 
example of a community coming together to serve.  
A neighbor led crafts and games, and some teens from 
our Thai church shared the Christmas story for the 25 
kids and parents who crowded around our living room.  
The children seemed very engaged in the story, but one 
family came back late at night to anonymously "return" 
the Christmas storybook we had given each child. Our 
guess is that they didn't want any Christian material at 
their house for fear of retaliation from the local spirits. 
Continue to pray for freedom from spiritual bondage.  
So many live in fear of evil spirits, with some reporting 
very personal and frightening encounters. 

Community Development Leads 
In addition to Bible translation, our organization  
encourages literacy and community development for 
marginalized people groups. (One of our recently  
graduated Bible translation students is leading a  
workshop in the picture above.) In November one of 
Thailand's leading universities asked our organization to 
help them understand more about these overlooked 
communities. Nate and two other co-workers will meet 
some of the university leaders January 23 to discuss  
minority language communities. 
Pray for good communication and for opportunities to 
serve those who are often overlooked. 

A 2023 Visit 
Every three years we try to visit family, friends, and the 
Wycliffe headquarters in the USA. Our next trip is 
scheduled for this spring and summer. While we feel a 
small sense of visiting "home", our girls feel that they 
will be entering a very foreign country. This sign which 
was hanging over the toilet on a recent outing reminded 
me how different cultural expectations can be. 
Pray for clear thinking in our preparations and for our 
hearts to be ready to travel.  

QUILTING 
This past autumn, four Perry Township ladies began 
meeting at the Heritage Center to start-up a quilting 
group. To date, they have completed two quilts and a 
third quilt is in the frame.  The group would like to offer 
their services if you have a quilt top that needs quilting.  
There would be a charge, which will be donated directly 
to the Brethren Heritage Center.   
The quilters meet weekly on Mondays from 10 am until 
1 pm.  Please stop by if you would like to talk to them 
regarding your quilting needs. We also invite you to join 
us for quilting.     
From the Brethren Heritage Center 

These headlines are from an additional article 
on church attendance: 
6 Consequences of Skipping Church 
We Miss Out on Worship 
We Miss Out on Community  
We Miss Out on Spiritual Growth 
We Miss Out on an Opportunity to Minister to Others 
We Disobey God's Command 
We Miss Out on the Opportunity to Develop  
the Character of Christ 
https://www.beliefnet.com/faiths/christianity/6-consequences-of-skipping-
church.aspx 



PITSBURG CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 
8376 PITSBURG LAURA RD 
ARCANUM OH 45304 
www.pitsburgcob.org 

If you would like to receive this  
newsletter by email, please contact the 
Pastor at pitsburgcob@yahoo.com 

The Pitsburg Players - “Tongues” 
Visit our Facebook or YouTube page, “Pitsburg Church of the Brethren.”  

 


